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Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi


Discussion Guide for Book 1

Directions: Answer the questions below completely and thoroughly. Thoughtful answers will cite page numbers and use quotes to support your answers. All answers should be in complete sentences.
Chapter 1: “The Veil” (p. 3-9)
Background: capitalism

Vocab: 
· decadence (p. 4) 
· revolution (p. 4)

· prophet (p. 6) 
1. Explain how Marjane’s school changed? Give several examples of the change.
2. Why was a picture of Marjane’s mother published in the newspaper? How did her mother respond? Why?
3. When Marji was six, what did she decide that she wanted to be? What were her motives? (Why did she want to become that?)
Chapter 2: “The Bicycle” (p. 10-17)
Background: Che Guevara, Fidel Castro, Trotsky (p. 10), imperialism (p. 11), Marx, Descartes (p. 12) 

Vocab: 
· tyranny (p. 11) 
· submission (p. 11)

· enlighten (p. 12)
· fanatic (p. 15) 
· massacre (p. 15)

4. How do the children begin to reflect the political realities of the adult world in which they live? Where do you see this occurring today?

5. What happens at Rex Cinema?

6. Why is there so much dark shading on pages 14-15?
Chapter 3: “The Water Cell” (p. 18-25)
Background: republican ideal (p. 20), Reza Palhavi (p. 19), Bolsheviks (p. 20), communism (p. 23)

Vocab: 
· secular (p. 20)

· conscience (p. 23)
7. According to Marji, how was the king chosen? What was her rationale? What is her father’s reaction? Why?

8. How did Reza, the father of the Shah, differ from Gandhi and Ataturk?

9. What does Marji’s mother reveal in a flashback?
Chapter 4: “Persepolis” (p. 26-32)
Vocab: 
· martyr (p. 31)
10. What did Marji’s father do every day that makes her mother so nervous? Why is this activity strictly forbidden?

11. What happens when a second dead man is carried out on a stretcher during a demonstration? What do the widow’s actions show about the Persian people?

Chapter 5: “The Letter” (p. 33-39)

12. What causes Marji to feel so ashamed? Why? How is this realization connected to the revolution?
13. Who is Mehri? How does she come to join Marji’s family? Describe Marji and Mehri’s relationship.

14. Why did Mehri and the neighbor breakup? 

15. What happened on Black Friday? Why? What painful lesson did Marji learn?
Chapter 6: “The Party” (p. 40-46)
Background: democracy (p. 41)
Vocab:
· exile (p. 43)

16. How does the Shah attempt to appease the people? Why did he fail?
17. How does the picture of the people on page 42 differ from the one at the beginning of the chapter?

18. What contributes to Marji’s anger and confusion when she returns to school?

19. Why do Marji and her friends want to attack Ramin? Where do we see this behavior today?

Chapter 7: “The Heroes” (p. 47-53)
Background: political prisoners (p. 47)
Vocab: 
· liberated (p. 47)

20. According to Laly, where is her father Siamak? How does Marji respond to her friend’s answer?
21. Where had Siamak and Mohsen been for the last several years? Why?

22. According to Marji, what makes a hero?

23. What ethical dilemma does Marji face? What is your opinion of justice?

Chapter 8: “Moscow” (p. 54-61)
Background: U.S.S.R (p. 57)
24. Who is Anoosh? How does Marji feel about him? Why? 

25. Who is Fereydoon? What was his goal? How would he accomplish this goal?
26. What does the reader learn about the status of women in Iran?
Chapter 9: “The Sheep” (p. 62-71)
Background: nationalism (p. 62), religious ethic (p. 62)
27. What is the significance of the chapter’s title? How does it help to characterize the people of Iran?

28. What do Ebi and Anoosh find so troubling about the revolution in Iran? According to Anoosh, why is it nearly impossible to persuade the population to follow Marxism?

29. What three people close to Marji die in this chapter? Why are they killed?

30. Who comes to visit Marji after Anoosh’s death? What is Marji’s reaction?

Chapter 10: “The Trip” (p. 72-79)
Background: Iraq vs. Iran (p. 79)
31. How did the new Islamic republic impact the educational system?
32. What was the rationale for making the veil obligatory?
33. Based on instructions from her mom, what should Marji tell people that she does during the day? Why?
34. After returning back home from their trip, what did the Satrapi family find out about Iran?
Chapter 11: “The F-14s” (p. 80-86)
Vocab: 
· coup d’etat (p. 82)
35. How does Marji reflect the common stereotypical thinking of other Iranians? How does Marji’s dad cut through her propaganda induced thinking?

36.  Why was it so unusual to hear the national anthem? Why, did they learn, had it been played?

37. What does Pardisse describe in her paper? How does Marji try to console her friend? What is Pardisse’s response? What does Marji learn from this experience?
Chapter 12: “The Jewels” (p. 87-93)
Vocab: 
· refugees (p. 92)
38. What are two of the consequences of the nation’s political conflict?

39. What happened to Mali’s family? How does Marji’s family react? What is your opinion of Mali’s family?

40. What common attitude about refugees do the other shoppers express?
Chapter 13: “The Key” (p. 94-102)
Vocab: 
· secular (p. 98) 
41. What might be the purpose of publishing Iran’s “martyrs”?
42. What is one of the country’s rituals? What is its purpose?
43. Who is Mrs. Nasrine? What does she receive from her son? What does it mean? How does she perceive this token?
44. Who does the government recruit to serve on the front lines of the war? How do they persuade them?
Chapter 14: “The Wine” (p. 103-110)
45. How did the interior of their homes reflect the external changes that were occurring? What two things did they need to protect themselves against?

46. What forbidden items did the government find at the house of Timoosh’s dad? What was his punishment? When have you seen this in our country?

47. Why did Marji’s family continue to hold parties despite the danger?
Chapter 15: “The Cigarette” (p. 111-117)
48. How long had the war been going on so far? What did the local news report? What does Marji realize about this information? How do you explain the discrepancy?

49. How did the regime become more repressive against the Iranian people?

50. What was Marji’s symbolic act of rebellion? In what ways has Marji become an adult?
Chapter 16: “The Passport” (p. 118-125)
51. How do Marji’s parents view their daughter’s defiance differently?
52. How did the government delegate positions of power? Describe the encounter between Marji’s aunt and the Minister of Health.
53. Why did Marji’s dad visit Khosro? What was Khosro’s motive for assisting him?
54. What is Taher’s only wish? What prevents him from realizing his dream? Ironically what happens three weeks later?
Chapter 17: “Kim Wilde” (p. 126-134)
55. What problem do Marji’s parents face as they return from their trip to Istanbul? How does Marji’s mom show her ingenuity? 

56. How did Marji’s mother compare to other Iranian mothers? How does Marji’s relationship with her mother seem to reflect typical parent-child issues?

57. What was the purpose of the Guardians of the Revolution? What happens when they encounter Marji? How does Marji respond?
Chapter 18: “The Shabbat” (p. 135-142)
58. How does the picture on the top of page 137 reflect the mood? Where does Marji’s only hope lie?

59. What motivated the Baba-Levy family to stay in Iran?

60. How does Marji’s mother attempt to protect her daughter? How does Marji discover the truth? What does the last frame on page 142 reflect?

Chapter 19: “The Dowry” (p. 143-153)

61. How did Marji’s life change after Neda’s death? What happened at school?

62. What happened to Niloufar? Why? How do you know? What is Marji’s reaction?

63. Where do Marji’s parents decide to send their daughter? Why? What is Marji’s reaction?

64. What is Marji’s last memory of her parents before leaving?
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