Symbolism Across Genre
NAME: _________________________________________ Date: __________________ Period: ________
In your own words summarize each stanza. 
1st Stanza: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2nd Stanza __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906)
We Wear the Mask
We wear the mask that grins and lies,
It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,
This debt we pay to human guile;
With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,
And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Why should the world be over-wise,
In counting all our tears and signs?
Nay, let them only see us, while
We wear the mask.
















Vocabulary
1. Guile
2. Myriad
3. Subtleties


Connection Questions
1. What is the significance of the author’s pairing of ‘grins and lies’ in the first line? (Hint Hint…Connotation)



2. Why would one hide their cheeks and eyes?
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3. What is the purpose of a mask?







4. What does a mask symbolize?







5. Describe a time where you have worn a mask. 



